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Awareness and Satisfaction Researches for Visitors on Healthcare Center for Improving the Safety
and Efficacy Examination by Regulating the Korean Traditional Medicine

Mu-Kyung Jeon, Ye-won Hwang*, Byoung-du Kang, KyungAh Han , So-Hee Kim

Department of Family Medicine, Serim Hospital, Incheon, Korea

Background: This is an investigation of the current Pharmaceutical Affairs Law and The Ministry of Food and Drug Safety provisions without the safety
and efficacy examination of clinical trials on Korean traditional medicine. A survey was conducted about awareness of the legal regulation of Korean
traditional medicine and satisfaction with taking Korean traditional medicine and intention to stop taking such medicine as prescribed by a

physician.

Methods: A survey was conducted at a hospital between March 19 and 27, 2016. A total of 242 people from the general public were enrolled in the

study and observed through statistical analysis.

Results: The analytical research showed that 71.0% of the general public did not know about the absence of a regulating law, 48.7% agreed with the
need for stricter regulation of Korean traditional medicine through the safety and efficacy examination of clinical trials, and 76.4% intended to stop

taking Korean traditional medicine as prescribed by a physician.

Conclusion: The general public demands legal provisions on Korean traditional medicine that would safeguard them.
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Table 1. Factor analysis/reliability analysis

Qntjen?g:? Factor loading Communality — Eigen value alpﬁ;o?ob;‘?‘ir; iz nt
1 0.714 0.734 5.741 0.961
2 0.786 0.781
3 0.783 0.722
4 0.761 0.717
5 0.789 0.772
6 0.734 0.796
7 0.731 0.744 4.799 0.946
8 0.792 0.765
9 0.778 0.770
10 0.793 0.778

Factor loading >0.4. Eigen value >1.0. Cronbach’s alpha coefficient >0.6.
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Table 2. Awareness of legally safeguarded by KTM
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Question (n=242) Never no No Just so so Yes So yes
1. Do you know KTM is legally supervised sufficiently? 43 (17.1) 59 (24.3) 7 (23.5) 73 (30.1) 04.1)
2. Do you know KTM is simply classified as agricultural products by law? 95 (39.2) 77 (31.8) 0 (24.7) 8(3.3) 2(0.8)
3. Do you know KTM is safeguarded by clinical trial? 72.8) 10 (4.1) 26 (10.7) 117 (48.3) 82 (33.8)
4. Do you know KTM has no legal obligation to prove it's safety and efficacy? 79 (32.6) 93 (38.4) 0(16.5) 23(9.5) 7 2.8
5. I know medicine (except KTM) has to prove it’s safety and efficacy 5(2.0) 20(8.2) 1(21.0) 127 (52.4) 39(16.1)

by strict clinical trial by law.
6. | think KTM should be regulated by law. 0(0.0) 4(1.6) 120 (49.5) 93 (38.4) 5(10.3)
7.1 am satisfied with taking KTM (present user only). 3(1.2) 9(3.7) 81(33.4) 132 (54.5) 7 (7.0)
8. I'think it's no harm to get medical treatment and KTM at the same time. 44 (18.1) 81(33.4) 82 (33.8) 25(10.3) 04.1)
9.l don’t use KTM anymore. 27 (11.1) 36 (14.8) 155 (64.0) 18(7.4) 6(2.4)
Non-stop Stop

10. Stopping intention of taking medical herbs as prescribed by physician. 57 (23.6) 185 (76.4)

Values are presented as number (%).
KTM, Korean traditional medicine.
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Table 3. Sociological statistics for awareness and satisfaction by KTM

Classify Mean Sta\r/]i(;figdnde- P-value* NLELZ?er

Gender

Male 3.58 0.908 0.067 85 (35.1)

Female 3.71 1.105 157 (65.9)
Age (y)

20-29 3.77 1.123 0.032 43(17.8)

30-39 3.89 0.804 56 (23.1)

40-49 3.65 0.844 45 (18.6)

>50 391 0.872 98 (40.5)
Marital status

Married 3.66 0.915 0.014 174 (71.9)

Single 3.79 0.884 68 (28.1)
Academical ability

<Element 3.54 0.782 0.045 8(3.3)

<Middle 3.79 0.576 24 (9.9)

<High 3.98 0.669 82 (33.9)

<College 3.52 0.702 118 (48.8)

<Graduate 3.88 0.487 10 (4.1)

KTM, Korean traditional medicine.
*P-values are calculated using the t-test and one way ANOVA, and statistically
significant P<0.05 are shown.
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Appendix 1. Questionnaire.
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