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Department of Family Medicine, Keimyung University Dongsan Hospital, Daegu, Korea
Background: The role of family medicine specializing in primary care is important. This study examined medical students’perception of family medicine
and their career choice, and provides policy and educational implications for family medicine.
Methods: The study used data collected from the 111 medical students from Keimyung University. The questionnaire comprised items pertaining to
respondents’demographic information, career plan, and perceptions about family medicine.
Results: The most common mode of learning about family medicine was class or clinical practice (68.5%). Further, 73 students (65.8%) reported an
intention to select family medicine as their major. These students were most likely to be employed (34 persons). Among the 111 students, 3 (2.8%)
choose family medicine as their preferred major. Before receiving clinical practice experience, the most common reason for not choosing family
medicine was “does not fit into the reality in Korea” (32.1%). After clinical practice, “lack of professionalism” (44.6%) was the most commonly cited

Conclusion: Medical students’ perception about family medicine was strongly influenced by their experiences during class and clinical practice
Students also reported the need to improve professionalism in family medicine. Building public relations could help improve medical students
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reason.
awareness about family medicine, and it is also necessary to improve social awareness of family medicine through the support of government such
as th family doctor system.
Keywords: Career Choice; Family Medicine; Medical Students; Perception; Surveys and Questionnaires
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Table 1. Questionnaire used in the survey

1. What is your gender?
® Male @ Female
2. How old are you? (Count your age in full)

3. What grade are you in?

® 3 grade @ 4" grade
4. What is your religion?

@ No religion @ Christian @ Catholic @ Buddihist ® The others: ___
5. Where did you grow up?

@ Big city @ Small and medium-sized cities
@ Farming and fishing village @ The others: ____

6. How many people do you live with?
®1@2@3@®4® 5 ormore
7. What is the average monthly income of your household?

@ 1% group (Over 6.7 million won)
© 2™ group (2.2 million-6.7 million won)
® 3 group (Below 2.2 million won)

8. What is your desired career path after graduation?

@ Preclinical medicine @ General practitioner
® Medical specialist @ Pendency

9. What do you want to do after graduation?

@ Professor @ Research scientist @ Opening doctor
@ Employed doctor ® The others:

10. What are the specialized subjects you want?
11. Why did you choose your career and major?

@ Philosophical ideas @ Intellectual satisfaction @ Economic outlook
@ High quality of life ® Advice from family or seniors ® The others: ___

12. Why did not you choose Family Medicine?
@ Not fit to reality in Korea @ Lack of intellectual satisfaction

@ Opaqgue economic outlook @ Lack of professionalism
® Advice form family or seniors ® The others: ___

1) 712 Mg 13. What in your intention to choose Family Medicine as a major?
@ Not at all @ A little @ Average @ Have an intention

B B 14. Where do you want to work?
W /7HEE A 7 e, A A (e /\]/ 3\5/\]/16101—3—/7]1:4'), @ Big city @ Small and medium-sized cities

-
1] ) U 670921 o]l 0G0 gl 2| ST g lage © Does ot mater T otrers
TR wlah), 74 o) sk} QANAG o Hlof| tffalo] 2 ALeFSAT) ® Mass media @ Lessons of dlinical practice ® Senior or colleague
@ Visiting experience @ The others: ___
16. How much knowledge do you have about Family medicine?
2) X2 73 : 1-have no idea, 5-know well

A& A3)e 20 T B|urelis X]M(ﬂ)\/oqq_jq-ﬁl—x}/m o) 05 veone 4 -

v A= oVl e w = = [€] 17. Please rate ‘Diversity’ of Family Medicine. : 1-Worst, 5-Excellent
e7leh ARV | RN R R A, RO A Doy deo gt et s
Sk 79- 3ol gk, AE o]f, {9 3] A< T415*1/ D@6 @6
Aol AL Iehe dhofed 4sisict " oy acomsamaca )

® @0 ® 6

19. Please rate ‘Continuity’ of Family Medicine. : 1-Worst, 5-Excellent
(Continuity: responsible for the individual's health care for a long time, not

THAo)Eke 2o HalA| B Aw, 71 olske]| Tt 2] Ao Ao} @Iim(;ed(;o tf;; tir‘(;e of the occurrence of a specific disease)
71 olske] EAHA, A1, 27, ol 7SR, SR A, 20. Please rate ‘Adjustment of Family Medicine. : 1-Worst, 5-Excellent
X]Q%%‘{]X]ﬁg/\j)—% lﬁ(ﬂH—?— 1%]_1_/]_) 5@(“]1—?‘ %E} 7/]—1] /\‘]EHO]-E @(Agustgerg). |f6r;ecessary, refer to other specialties as appropriate)
= SSic) 7ok £ Alelsl o)k AT Qlth 2 It RS 21. Please rate ‘Preventive aspect’ of Family Medicine. : 1-Worst, 5-Excellent
of ekl $- Qle % Aefshe s shoick ©20 006
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Table 1. Continued

22. Please rate ‘Family orientation’ of Family Medicine. : 1-Worst, 5-Excellent
(Family orientation : provide comprehensive care to all family members)
® @0 ® 6
23. Pleas rate ‘Community orientation’ of Family Medicine.
(Community orientation : recognize the patient’s problem in the context
of the community in which the patient lives)
® @0 @ 6
24. Please rate ‘Patient-centered aspect’ of Family Medicine.
(Patient-centered : focus on people rather than disease-centered ap-
proaches)
® @ 0 ® 6
25. Did you practice Family Medicine?
@ Before practice @ After practice

oA 71 A sof] TRt 2k Kl Alelof chek e
spoick 7Pgelstatel ohat 2J4je) 2} 71l
T Q1A ] FmolA] 91 thikAlo] T Afol} oA
oli.7] $J8}0 Mann-Whitney testE A A8}51L PEFo] 0.05 1]

3 ol 202 Bekeleick 4-H Aee] §A) Al
SPSS Statistics ver. 21.0 (IBM Co., Armonk, NY, USA)2- A|-8-5}-¢
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Table 2. General characteristics of study subjects (n=111)

Characteristic Value

Sex

Male 64 (57.7)

Female 47 (42.3)
Grade

Third 58 (52.3)

Fourth 53 (47.7)
Practice

Before 52 (46.8)

After 59 (53.2)
Number of household member

3 8(7.2)

4 83 (74.8)

5 or more 20(18.0)
Montly income (10,000 Korea won)

<220 10(9.0)

220-670 34 (30.6)

>670 67 (60.4)
Religion

No religion 67 (60.4)

Christian 25(22.5)

Catholic 17 (15.3)

Buddhist 2(1.8)
Growing place

Big city 88(79.3)

Small and medium cities 19(17.1)

Farming and fishing village 32.7)

The others 1(0.9)

Values are presented as number (%).
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Internal medicine

General surgery

Orthopedics

Rehabilitation medicine
Pediatrics

Neurology
Anesthesiology/pain medicine
Psychiatry

Dermatology
Obstetrics/gynecology
Otorhinolaryngology

Family medicine

Plastic surgery
Cardiothoracic surgery
Radiology

Occupational and environmental medicine
Radiation oncology

Urology

Neurosurgery

Ophthalmology

Moon Young Kang, et al. Medical Students’ Perception of Family Medicine and Career Choice

: : Figure 1. A desired major after gradua-

[ Lessons or clinical practice
[ Visiting experience

[ Mass media

[ Senior or colleague

[ The others

Figure 2. The route for students to learn family medicine.
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Table 3. The reason why students did not choose family medicine as
their major

Before practice  After practice Total

IS (=TT (n=52) (h=56)  (n=108)
Lack of professionalism 11(21.2) 25 (44.6) 36 (33.3)
Not fit to reality in Korea 19 (36.5) 9(16.1) 28(25.9)
Lack of intellectual satisfaction 4(7.7) 11(19.6) 15(13.9)
Opaque economic outlook 6(11.5) 2 (3.6) 8(7.4)
The others 10(19.2) 8(14.3) 18(16.7)
No response 2 (3.8 1(1.8) 3(2.8)

Values are presented as number (%).

Table 4. Perception of family medicine according to willingness to
choose family medicine

Perception of family medicine Not willing to Willing to
Knowledge 2.55+0.92 2.84+0.80
Diversity 3.90+0.83 4.12+0.80
Accessibility 3.50+0.83 3.64+0.99
Continuity 3.03+0.97 3.44+0.97
Adjustment 3.16+0.86 3.48+0.96
Prevention 3.37+0.97 3.45+£0.91
Family orientation 3.63+1.13 3.82£0.93
Communitiy orientation* 3.16x0.97 3.63+0.94
Patient-centerd" 3.45+0.89 3.80+0.80

Values are presented as meantstandard deviation.
Data are analyzed by Mann-Whitney test.
“P<0.05.

P<0.05)2- 7} oJ5l}- = Menal ojgko| ¢li= sl SHT) o)5ko] 9)
= S OIAA R85 = A UreRtth(Table 4). 7Hg ] 8ttof| o
Sk 2] 41(2.39+0.75 vs. 3.05+0.82, P<0.05)3} % -4(3.39+0.97 vs.

3.78+0.87, P<0.05)°1| thgh Q142 455 A oM SH e Ay 5 oS
of| 4] 327l LFERS T 227 40(3.56+0.80 vs. 3.20+1.01, P<0.05)0f] T3t 91
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Table 5. Perception of family medicine according to the practical con-
ditions

Perception of family medicine Before practice After practice
Knowledge” 2.39+0.75 3.05+0.82
Diversity 4.02+0.85 4.07£0.78
Accessibility* 3.39+0.97 3.78+0.87
Continuity 3.27+0.93 3.32+1.04
Adjustment” 3.56+0.80 3.20+1.01
Prevention 3.54+0.98 3.32£0.88
Family orientation 3.75+£0.99 3.76+£1.02
Communitiy orientation 3.48+0.96 3.46+0.99
Patient-centerd 3.71£0.82 3.64+0.87

Values are presented as meanztstandard deviation.
Data are analyzed by Mann-Whitney test.
*P<0.05.
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